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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-358
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: May 22, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F, Waterways Commission
Date of Analysis: May 24, 2018
Type of Action: Authorizing execution of development agreement; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the CEO of the Downtown Investment Authority (DIA) to execute a development agreement between the City and the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association, Inc. (JHNSA) for the relocation of the retired Navy destroyer USS Charles F. Adams to Jacksonville for use as a ship museum, and to execute such other documents and agreements as may be necessary for the project. The DIA is designated as the City’s oversight agency.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association, Inc. has for a number of years pursued its objective of bringing the USS Charles F. Adams, formerly homeported at Naval Station Mayport in the 1970s and 1980s, to Jacksonville for conversion into a floating naval ship museum. Funds have been raised for the relocation of the ship from Philadelphia to Jacksonville and the beginning of its conversion into a museum. The ship will be docked at the western-most pier in the Shipyard property on the north bank of the St. Johns River at the end of the former right-of-way of Catherine Street.
The development agreement has a term of 10 years with two 5-year renewal options upon mutual consent of the parties. The JHNSA will be responsible for acquiring, relocating, renovating, maintaining and operating the ship, and shall provide the DIA with satisfactory evidence that it has access to $2.8 million to perform the Preliminary Scope of Work and Preliminary Project Budget as defined in the agreement. The Preliminary Scope of Work includes off-site ship repair and restoration work, towing from Philadelphia to Jacksonville, installation of a mooring system on the pier and development of land-side amenities including a temporary structure visitor center, sidewalks, gangways, flag plaza, etc.
A separate license agreement will govern the docking of the ship in an area over which the City has a submerged land lease. The agreement has a term of 10 years with two 5-year renewal options upon mutual consent of the parties. There will be no charge by the City for use of the area by the JHNSA. “Permitted Uses” of the site include operation of a ship museum, overnight camp-aboard activities, community events and concerts, children’s activities and educational programs, military, holiday and private ceremonies and events, and fundraising events.

Policy Impact Area: Downtown revitalization; tourism attraction
Fiscal Impact: None to City; all costs are to be borne by the JHNSA.
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